5" 

72? 
/tv/*  r 

fan- 


Montana  State  Library 


p]  CACp  PCTI! 

I Anas  i \ Vj  ie«  1 \ lfr<i  1 W 3 0864  1006  6874  1 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


TED  SCHWINDEN,  GOVERNOR 


COGSWELL  BUILDING 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 


HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 


January  18,  1985 


€ 


Re:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
Nashua  Class  III  Landfill 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Valley  County  Courthouse,  Glasgow 
Cherie  Nelligan,  County  Sanitarian,  Valley  Co.  Courthouse  Annex, 
Glasgow 

John  D.  Egosque,  Mayor,  Town  of  Nashua,  P.0.  Box  47,  Nashua 
Editor,  Glasgow  Courier,  P.  0.  Box  151,  Glasgow 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Building,  Helena 
Tom  Ellerhof f , Environmental  Sciences  Division,  DHES , Helena 
/^Harold  Chambers,  State  Library,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604, 
the  following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  .Town  of 
Nashua,  Class  III  Landfill.  

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary 
Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15) 
days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


STATE  DOCUMENTS  COLLECTION 

JAN  3 01985 

MONTANA  STATE  LI8RARY 
15i5  E.  6th  AVE. 

HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 

JCG : vc 
Ends. 


Sincerely, 


JOHN  C.  GEACH 

Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)  444-2821 

PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 

Division/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences  Division/Solid  & Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 

Project  Or  Application  Nashua  Class  III  Landfill 

Description  of  Project  The  Town  of  Nashua  has  submitted  a solid  waste  management 

System  license  application  to  operate  a Class  III  landfill  in  the  NE^ , SW^  of 

Section  35.  Township  28N.  Range  4lEast  (See  Attached  Map).  This  landfill 

WQUld  T?e  open  one-half  day  each  week,  would  be  supervised  and  only  accept 

SXQUP  III  materials  such  as  wood  wastes,  white  goods  and  tires. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant 
ity  and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Air  quality 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  1 i mi  ted 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 


Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVI RONMENT 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 


7. 


9. 


10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 


14. 


Social  structures  an 
mores 

Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 
Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 
Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 
Human  health 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 
Access  to  and  qualitj 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 
Distribution  and 
density  of  populatior 
and  housing 
Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 
Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 
Demands  for  energy 
Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

Which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  _ Valley  County  Health  Department 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER. 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS 


Not  Necessary 
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PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 
Nashua  Class  III  Landfill 


January  18,  1985 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

1-  Terrestrial  and  aquatic  life  habitats 

The  location  of  this  project  is  the  Town  of  Nashua's  old  garbage  dump 
site  which  has  been  used  for  many  years.  This  project  should  not  create 
any  greater  biological  disturbances  to  the  wildlife  habitats  than  occurred 
in  the  years  past.  The  proper  operation  of  this  landfill  should  allow  some 
natural  habitat  which  was  lost  due  to  the  open  dump  operation,  to  re-estab- 
lish. 

2-  Water  quality,  quantity  and  distribution 

The  composition  of  the  Group  III  materials  the  applicant  proposes  to 
accept  are  non— putrescible  and  basically  inert.  These  materials  will  not 
easily  decompose  or  pose  a pollution  potential  to  any  ground  or  surface 
water  source. 

3 • Geology  and  soil  quality,  stability  and  moisture 

The  addition  of  solid  waste  to  the  soil  will  permanently  alter  the 
soil  quality  and  stability  of  the  fill  area.  This  impact  should  not  be 
significant  if  proper  landfill  refuse  compaction,  covering  and  grading 
techniques  are  employed  at  the  landfill. 

4 . Vegetation  cover  quantity  and  quality 

This  landfill  site  is  located  in  an  area  with  porous  gravelly  soils 
and  very  sparse  vegetation.  The  establishment  of  new  landfill  trenches 
will  disturb  some  of  this  vegetation.  However,  with  the  completion  of 
these  trenches,  this  vegetation  should  quickly  re-establish. 

5 . Aesthetics 

The  aesthetics  of  any  area  are  altered  during  the  active  landfilling 
process.  The  stockpiling  of  tires,  white  good  and  wood  wastes  prior  to 
disposal  can  pose  public  eyesores.  The  topography  of  this  landfill  site 
provides  natural  public  screening  form  roads  and  residents.  The  routine 
periodic  burial  of  the  white  goods  and  tires  and  the  permitted  burning  of 
clean  woods  will  further  reduce  the  aesthetic  impact  of  this  project. 

6 . Air  quality 

Licensed  Class  III  landfills  can  obtain  burning  permits  from  this 
department's  Air  Quality  Bureau  for  the  periodic  burning  of  clean  wood 
wastes.  These  permitted  fires  are  only  allowed  on  days  with  good  air 
quality  and  ventilation  and  should  not  create  significant  air  quality 
impacts. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 

4 • Agricultural  or  industrial  production 

This  landfill  project  will  slightly  limit  the  surface  mining  of  gravel 
from  this  location.  An  active  gravel  pit  is  located  within  the  site 
boundaries.  Landfilling  within  the  site  may  hinder  future  gravel  exca- 
vation if  all  mineable  gravels  are  not  removed  prior  to  landfilling. 


5. 


Human  health 


The  operation  of  the  town's  open  refuse  dump  in  this  location  posed  a 
hazard  to  the  general  public.  The  site  attracted  skunks  and  other  rodents 
which  are  documented  vectors  of  rabies,  along  the  highline.  Due  to  the 
porousness  of  the  site's  soils,  lack  of  proper  covering  and  the  types  of 
refuse  accepted  in  the  past,  this  site  posed  a pollution  threat  to  the 
area's  groundwater.  The  upgraded  operation  of  this  site  as  a Class  III 
landfill  will  eliminate  these  public  health  threats. 

8 . Quantity  and  distribution  of  employment 

This  proposed  landfill  project  will  provide  a minimum  of  one  part  time 
job  for  the  site's  supervision  and  maintenance  operation. 

10.  Demands  for  government  services 

Governmental  services  will  be  required  on  the  local  and  state  levels 
for  inspectional  and  administrative  services  associated  with  the  issuance 
of  a solid  waste  management  system  license  to  this  landfill. 

1 1 • Industrial  and  commercial  activity 

See  #4  Agricultural  or  industrial  production  above. 

12 . Demands  for  energy 

Gasoline  and  other  petroleum  products  will  be  consumed  in  the  refuse 
transportation  to  the  landfill  site  by  private  vehicles  and  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  equipment  needed  at  the  site  to  properly  handle  and  dispose  of 
the  refuse. 

13 . Locally  adopted  environmental  plans  and  goals 

The  location  of  this  proposed  landfill  project  complies  with  all 
applicable  local  planning  and  zoning  regulations  as  certified  by  the  town 
mayor . 

14 . Transportation  networks  and  traffic  flows 

This  location  has  been  used  for  the  community's  dump  site  for  many 
years.  The  roads  leading  to  this  site  have  therefore  always  been  used  by 
person's  travelling  to  the  site  for  their  refuse  disposal  needs.  No 
increases  in  these  patterns  or  flows  are  anticipated.  A likely  decrease  in 
traffic  flows  could  occur  since  this  site  will  be  used  only  for  large 
demolition  and  bulky  household  materials  which  constitutes  a small  portion 
of  the  community's  solid  waste  stream. 
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NASHUA  CLASS  III  LANDFILL  SITE 
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